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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1MEETINGS: (First Sunday*) THE INN OF CHICAGO                                                     

162 E. Ohio St., Mezzanine, Chicago, IL  60611
(Third Sunday*)  227 E. Blodgett Rd., Lake Bluff, IL 60044
(Fourth Sunday*) 259 Skyline Dr., Carpentersville, IL, 60110
Conducted by Bob Harper
(*Of the month)
MAIL AND TEL: Bob Harper

P.O. Box 337

Carpentersville, IL 60110

847) 428-4759 (hm.)

(847) 710-4759 (cel.)
 bob_harper@sbcglobal.net
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1STUDY GUIDE AND SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES

JUNE 2010
SUNDAY, JUNE 6- at THE INN OF CHICAGO - 11:00 A.M.

JOEL S. GOLDSMITH: THE 1958 HOLLAND CLOSED CLASS

“There Must Be A God Experience,” CD #807

12:30 P.M. 

JOHN STEPHENSON: THE 2009 ASILOMAR RETREAT

"Our Spiritual Axis," Tape 3, Side 2 (No. 0907)
************************************************

SUNDAY, JUNE 13 – NO MEETING.
************************************************ 

SUNDAY, JUNE 20 - at 227 E. BLODGETT RD., LAKE BLUFF, IL - 7:30 P.M. 

VIRGINIA STEPHENSON: THE APRIL, 2010 LESSON/ THE 2003 NASHVILLE CLASS 

“Realize Spiritual Wholeness,” Tape 3, Side 2 (No. 0310)

************************************************

SUNDAY, JUNE 27 - at 259 SKYLINE DR., CARPENTERSVILLE - 1:30 P.M. 

JOEL S. GOLDSMITH: THE 1958 HOLLAND CLOSED CLASS

“There Must Be A God Experience,” CD #807

************************************************

ON-LINE STUDY (At Your Convenience) Go to: www.infinite-invisible.net/AudioFilesPage.html

LUELLA OVEREEM: THE 1983 CLEVELAND CLOSED CLASS

“Love/ World Work/ Spiritual Identity,” Tape 3, Side 2

*********************************************************************************************************
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1STUDY CHAPTERS FOR JUNE

 AWAKENING MYSTICAL CONSCIOUSNESS, Chapter 6: “The Word and Words;” 
 VIRGINIA STEPHENSON: THE MONTHLY LESSONS OF 2010, June: “Realize Spiritual Wholeness;”

 LIVING BY THE WORD, Chapter 6, “The Nonattachment of A Developed Spiritual Consciousness;”

              DEVELOPING SPIRITUAL CONSCIOUSNESS Vol. I, by Luella Overeem: June, 1971 Lesson.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

ATTEND OUR MEETINGS ON-LINE: Coming soon you should be able to listen in to our meetings! More inf. to follow.
BOB HARPER CLASS: July 16-18, 2010 – Laguna Woods, CA .  Go to joelgoldsmithoc.com or call Dorothy 949-583-1240.

BOB HARPER CLASS: October 15-17, 2010 – St. Columba Retreat Ctr. (Near Memphis, TN). Contact: Betsy Hamric: (901) 230-5503 ewhamr @aol.com or go to memphisgoldsmith.wordpress.com
NEW TAPE MEETINGS: Sat. 10:30 am, in Hyde Park area of Chicago. Contact Barbara Holt, 773-991-6887, 

holt-barbara@comcast.net

EXCERPTS FROM TAPES FOR STUDY, PRACTICE, AND MEDITATION
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1SUNDAY, JUNE 6 - at THE INN OF CHICAGO- 11:00 A.M.

JOEL S. GOLDSMITH: THE 1958 HOLLAND CLOSED CLASS

“There Must Be A God Experience,” CD #807

There is no such thing as God answering prayer in the way that men usually expect. In other words, you cannot pray to God for something and get it. Oh, there are a few experiences in life which seem to contradict that, but if you could examine each one of them, you would find that it is literally true that God does not give us the things that we pray for, and God cannot. It is for this reason that James said, “If you pray and do not receive your answer, it is because you pray amiss.” Now let us be honest, at least with each other. The world has been praying, so far as recorded history is concerned, for five or seven thousand years, praying for peace on earth, and it hasn’t come yet. They’ve been praying to God for health, and it hasn’t come yet. They are praying to God for happiness, for supply, for abundance: it hasn’t come yet, not as a result of prayer. Oh no, the world that is praying to God for health, for abundance, for peace on earth, I’m afraid they will go on praying for the next ten thousand years without getting any answers. Just as our ancestors have been praying these thousands of years, and you will notice that we spend more for armament now, each year, than has been spent in the last two thousand years put together. So, there has been no answer for peace on earth. And I’m sure that if you would count up the amount of dollars spent on medicine each year, you would find out that more is spent for medication and hospitalization than probably was spent in three thousand years all added up together. So, you can’t say that disease is lessening because of prayer. And if you’ll just glance around this world at the poverty that’s in this world, you’ll acknowledge that prayer has not removed poverty from the earth. Not poverty, not disease, and not war. And those have been the three main things that people have been praying  for all of these thousands of years, and the answer is, “They pray amiss.” 

It doesn’t mean that prayer isn’t effective. Prayer IS effective; but not the prayer that goes to God for anything. The effective prayer is the prayer that goes to God for God. There is one of the greatest unfoldments that has ever been given to this world. God has nothing to give us but Himself. God has nothing to give but the gift of God; nothing else. This teaching was given to the world by Jesus Christ, and before three hundred years had passed, the world had come to a place of tearing up that teaching and throwing it out the window. He said in his teaching that we were not to pray for things, we were not to pray for what we shall eat or what we shall drink or wherewithal we shall be clothed. He told us we weren’t to pray in words or in thoughts, and we weren’t to pray in public. That has all been disregarded, now, for the past seventeen hundred years. But it still stands as he promised it would: “My word shall not pass away.” And if you will look into the New Testament, you will find these words. “No longer shall ye pray in this holy mountain, nor in Jerusalem. … Do not pray where you can be seen of men. … Pray in secret. Your Father that seeth in secret will reward thee openly.” How shall you pray? Not for what you shall eat or what you shall drink or wherewithal you shall be clothed! Why? “Your heavenly Father knoweth that you have need of these things, and it is His pleasure to give you the kingdom.” Therefore, do not pray for them. Seek not for these things.

What shall you “seek for,” if you are obedient to the teachings of Jesus Christ? “Seek ye the kingdom of God,” that’s all. Nothing else! The realm of God, the realization of God.

For Med.: “Religion is a realization, not talk, nor doctrine, nor theories, however beautiful all these may be.” – Swami Vivekananda                                                                      

For Study: LIVING THE INFINITE WAY, Chapter 2

SUNDAY, JUNE 6 – 12:30 P.M.

JOHN STEPHENSON: THE 2009 ASILOMAR RETREAT

"Our Spiritual Axis" Tape 3, Side 2 (No. 0907)


Animals exist in consciousness. Animals have, in a sense, an existence that is predetermined by the concept which was laid upon them. And where did that concept come from? It came from man. So, you have animals that are food, and you have animals that are work animals, and you have animals that are predators that you don’t want to have around you. In the plant world you have plants that are healing plants, you have plants that are dangerous, poisonous plants, you have plants that are food. So, all of this expression of consciousness in every expression of life has been organized by this human mentality, and it has all been organized by human beings. We have, in a sense, been given dominion, but we have also taken dominion just out of our ego-sense. So the idea that we have been given dominion over the world is from a spiritual standpoint, and that spiritual dominion means that that everything that exists in creation is part of our consciousness. It resides within our consciousness, and if you really took that spiritually, we would all be completely Green, because this world is in our consciousness, and we’re not going to go out and trash our consciousness. The ego sense of concept is that “I need; I want: I need to be fed, I need to be clothed.” Therefore in this ego-sense, “What can I use out in this world to satisfy what I need, to meet my needs?” So, from the ego-sense, we go out into the world and we use it without any consideration to this connectiveness to the whole. When we come into balance with this ego-sense and with our spiritual sense, we come into balance with the whole world, and we realize, then that everything that is provided for us in this world is an activity of Divine Consciousness. It’s not just that, “Oh, we were born on this planet, and we can take the science and go back to the atoms and say, ‘This is how life evolved, and now we have all these forms of life that support human beings.’” That is looking at it from the most narrow-minded, materialistic point of view, because all of this is a part of consciousness, and you cannot be separated. Man cannot be separated from his environment, even in a human context. As one scientist keeps saying on the radio, with all the global change stuff, he says, “Mother Nature doesn’t give out loans or doesn’t have any bailouts. When you mess with Mother Nature, that’s it: it changes, and you change or you disappear. 


All of this comes into our awareness. This is my practice: I hear all that, and I say, “Yes, that’s all really wonderful, and I agree that we can’t trash our environment, and we should do all that we can to be in balance with nature.” But on the other hand, part of me says, “You know, it’s all Consciousness. If climate changed throughout the world, Consciousness wouldn’t change, Life would still be Life, there would still be all the expressions of life, and the only thing that would happen is that there would be a little different expression of form. It is a great thing to examine how attached human beings are to a certain form of life. “Oh, what a disaster if the sea-level rose five feet!” Well, it would be very inconvenient for those who live on the beach, but those who live in the valleys would have beach-front houses! … It’s only a disaster because we hang onto concepts of what we think is good, and we resist change, … .

For Study: A PARENTHESIS IN ETERNITY, Chapter 18 .
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1SUNDAY, JUNE 20, 7:30 PM, at  227 E. Blodgett Rd., Lake Bluff, IL

VIRGINIA STEPHENSON: THE JUNE, 2010 LESSON/ THE 2003 NASHVILLE CLASS

“Realize Spiritual Wholeness,” Tape 3, Side 2 (No. 0310)

So, let’s meditate. 
In this altitude of prayer and meditation, there is spiritual wholeness, and when we see the difference between human health and spiritual wholeness, we’ll never again have a physical problem. In understanding the nature of infinite Being, we experience spiritual wholeness; and you can accept that, there’s no process: “I have spiritual wholeness. So never again am I faced with a so-called physical problem.” You can’t; you see this; you’ve reached the center of your being; you experience yourself as infinite Being. In your consciousness, in your awareness, you’re embracing everyone in this room. Everyone in this room is in this consciousness; everyone in this hotel is in this consciousness; everyone in this city is in this consciousness. Wherever there is receptivity, there will be fruitage; and to recognize that this is being whole. Jesus, when he healed, said, “Will you be whole?” Complete; whole. So recognize this, let this sink in, because it means the difference between living by grace, or having a series of physical problems. You get over one problem, you’ll have another problem, and another problem. When you ask for help from someone who is practicing the Infinite Way principles, you are asking for spiritual wholeness. Of course, that dissolves the problem; but don’t limit yourself. Recognize, “No! My health is God’s health. It’s wholeness, harmony, and it’s eternal. It’s an activity of divine Grace. 

We can do it for the community. We can recognize that the hospital is in our consciousness, this city is in our consciousness, the traffic, the weather, the population. We recognize, “Each has all. Each individual being, and that individual being is whole, complete. And that is the gift of God, the grace of God.” So we’re just holding this community in this wholeness. It profits us nothing to pray for our friends. Well, pray for your enemies. Pray for everyone in the community. Hold them in spiritual wholeness. This Consciousness has no restriction to it: walls can’t stop it, building-blocks of cement can’t stop it; it fills all space. So it fills the hospitals, the jails, the prisons, the homes, the churches – the spiritual wholeness.

Consciousness is Being – that’s what I am, that’s what you are. We’re conscious of the presence of God, spiritual atmosphere, Spirit filling all space, omnipresent, omnipotent, omniscient, omniactive. We’re waking up to it. It fills all space. You carry it with you … . This spiritual wholeness is omnipresent.  It says that “One, with God, is a majority,” and there are more aware of this oneness, now, than there has ever been. We are releasing the “hidden splendor” of spiritual wholeness. Feel the aliveness of spiritual wholeness. Accept your glorious freedom as children of God, able to rest in the recognition of Being, infinite Being.

For Meditation: “Mrs. Eddy said that Jesus considered the Earth to be his body. I have thought of this frequently because I know that the more I have traveled, the more universal I have become in my viewpoint. I always feel at home wherever I go – I never feel out of place ‘for the place where thou standest is holy ground.’ So as we begin to discover the self as Consciousness, infinite possibilities begin to open. First, to experience anything, it must be experienced in consciousness – then the fruitage will appear. If we don’t experience it in and as Consciousness, the fruitage does not appear.” – Virginia

For Study: Virginia's Monthly Lesson For June, 2010; Subscriptions for Virginia’s Monthly Lessons:  Leslie Lewis, 3731 Kanina Ave, #231, Honolulu, HI 96815. Tel: (808) 779-9817. Email: llewis002@hawaii.rr.com
SIGNPOSTS

“If a man speaks or acts with an impure mind, suffering follows him 

as the wheel of the cart follows the beast that draws the cart.

If a man speaks or acts with a pure mind, joy follows him as his own shadow.” – The Dhammapada 

“Friend, hope for the truth while you are alive. Jump into experience while you are alive! 

What you call ‘salvation’ belongs the time before death. If you don’t break your ropes while you are alive, 

do you think ghosts will do it after?” - Kabir
SUNDAY, JUNE 27 at 259 Skyline Drive, Carpentersville, IL 60110 - 1:30 P.M.

JOEL S. GOLDSMITH; The 1957 Holland Closed Class

“There Must Be A God Experience,”  CD #807


You don’t have to make your demonstration of harmony, or of good, every day or every week or every month: you only have to make it once in your lifetime. For after you have made your contact with God, It never leaves you nor forsakes you. Then all you have to do is your daily periods of meditation for renewing this communion, renewing this conscious relationship with God. You see, it is literally true that from the beginning of time, “I and my Father are one.” This is your relationship with God. You are one with God, and you have been one with God, ever since the beginning of time, before the beginning of time, actually; before time began. Now, nothing has ever disturbed that relationship. You have never been able to commit a sin grave enough to separate you from God, because God cannot be separated from Himself. God is indivisible, and that is the only self there is. Therefore, God has never been separated from Itself, which means from you. But just as you may have some money in the bank somewhere, and have forgotten it, or you may own a piece of property somewhere, that came to you a generation ago, and you may and have forgotten it, so it is that through our human experience, we have lost sight of our oneness with God. And there has sprung up in us, not a separation from God, that cannot be: you cannot separate God from yourself anymore than you can separate glass from this tumbler. Glass and this tumbler are one. You could break it in a thousand pieces, but you couldn’t separate glass from tumbler. Glass and tumbler are one, and God and you are one, and God and I are one, and nothing can break that relationship.

For Meditation: “Spiritual truth is not true about humanhood, but about Spirit and Its universe. Humanhood is a state of mesmerism, and only as the illusion breaks is one’s life “in God.” – Joel, Wisdom #95

For Study: THE MASTER SPEAKS, Chapter 2.
SIGNPOSTS

“Does wrong thinking then appear outwardly as sin, disease and death? No, it does not. It appears merely as an appearance or a belief in that, and you accept that appearance or belief as if it actually were out there. In other words, can a person who is hypnotized into believing that there is a white poodle on the platform, ever produce a white poodle there? No! All the hypnotized thinking in the world will not produce a white poodle. It will only produce an appearance, or belief, which they say is a white poodle. Wrong thinking will never produce sin, disease or death, because there are no such things. You are not a creator. Only God is a Creative Principle, and It only creates in Its own image and likeness. Therefore your wrong thinking and the world’s wrong thinking will never produce sin, disease or death. It will only objectify that belief as an illusory picture like our white poodle, and then look at it and say, “How am I going to get rid of it?” It is not even here. There is no such thing as sin, disease or death. And all the wrong thinking in the world that you can do will not produce any. But the universal belief in a selfhood apart from God does produce these erroneous pictures, which we see as claiming to have substance and law and reality – which they have not. All they are is as unreal as the white poodle that the hypnotized man believes he is seeing. Remember, he is not seeing it. HE BELIEVES he is seeing it.

And there is no way to get rid of that white poodle except to awaken the man out of the hypnosis. How do you do that? One with God is a majority. And if there were one metaphysician in that audience who would laugh out loud and say there is not a white poodle to get rid of (or even think it) that hypnotized man would awaken out of the dream. It is only because all are in agreement with him – the blind leading the blind – that it happens. But if someone would consciously realize that there is nothing here but hypnosis, that would awaken him to the fact that hypnosis is not a power. It is a belief in a power apart from the One Mind.

Therefore, whenever you are confronted with any form of disease, sin, death, lack or limitation, please be quick and realize, “That is a hypnotic picture, and I do not have to do anything about it.” With this you can very well have an instantaneous healing. And even if you do not, your sticking to that truth will ultimately remove it.

We must realize that there is no disease; there is only hypnotism; there is only a hypnotic picture appearing as a disease, which we are accepting in our thought as a disease. Spiritual healing is not using the power of good to overcome the power of evil. Jesus answered the impotent man: “Rise…. and walk” (John 5:18). This was not using a power to heal disease; it was saying, “There is no such power.” He did not use the Power of God to do something to Pilate or to the crucifixion. He said, “Thou couldest have no power at all against me, except it were given thee from above” (John 19:11). Then he let them crucify him – and then he proved it.

A spiritual healer is not one who develops a technique of using truth to overcome error; of using treatment to overcome disease. The spiritual healer is a state of consciousness, an individual, who knows that God Alone is the Reality of all Being, and that anything else is a state of hypnosis. And merely the recognition that he is dealing with a state of hypnosis, rather than with a person or with a condition, is the healing consciousness.” - Joel

- From THE MASTER SPEAKS, Chapter 2. (Excerpt prepared by Mary: megacom2@verizon.net)

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1On-line Study (At Your Convenience) @ www.infinite-invisible.net/AudioFilesPage.html

LUELLA OVEREEM: THE 1983 CLEVELAND CLOSED CLASS

“Love/ World Work/ Spiritual Identity,” Tape 3, Side 2


Question: “Yesterday, you said not to take sides or commit yourself on any human issue, such as the nuclear freeze. This sounds like Infinite Way students shouldn’t commit themselves to anything, even voting! How do you know, after you meditate, you won’t be led to sign a petition or lead a march? Didn’t Joel have strong political opinions? Please clarify this.”


Question: “If there is no bad human and no good human, then I am nothing. This is both puzzling and distressing! How can God be manifest except humanly? If there is no good humanhood, then what becomes of loving kindness? Do I not vote, raise children? Am I nothing?”


Answer: “Yes, ‘I’ with quotes around it is nothing! The human sense of I is nothing. It’s a concept, and what we have to do is realize this I that we are, that it is what we are; realize our spiritual identity. We do all the things that everyone else does. We stay in the world, but we are not of it. We’re in it, but we’re not of it, just the same as this taking sides on issues. We have to be in the world, Joel says it at least in one chapter out of every book.

… Page 100 in BEYOND WORDS AND THOUGHTS: ‘Ten righteous men can nullify the carnal mind. … .’

… Chapter 7 in THE CONTEMPLATIVE LIFE, that is “The Dice of God Are Loaded,” … ‘You would be surprised what a great contribution you could make to this world by not going out into the world to fight these so-called evils, but by having additional periods of meditation for the realization of the impotency and impersonal nature and these evils. Instead of fighting men, churches, political parties, sit home and realize the powerless nature of these. Let others do the fighting, and you will find, as they did in the ancient days, that the enemy destroys itself.’”    

“If you take up the sword, you’re going to die by the sword, that’s what the world is doing! That’s what ‘good humanhood’ is. They’re out there taking sides, and doing whatever is necessary to have their side win, because they have decided, with their human mind, that ‘this’ is better than ‘that’. The whole teaching of the Infinite Way is that we don’t take sides, we go down the middle; and the middle is a different dimension. It’s spiritual consciousness. Of course we vote, and if we’re drafted into the army we go. He says that in so many tapes, in so many books. ‘You render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar’s,’ just as Jesus said. And where did he get the gold to render to Caesar? Out of the fish’s mouth? Not really. He got it out of his own consciousness. He was doing it, but he was doing it being ‘not of it.’ He was living on a spiritual level, but he was rendering unto Caesar what Caesar demanded. We go and do our jobs, we vote, but we don’t join an issue and make a fight of it. That’s taking up the sword! You do what you have to do, and I’ve heard Joel say that he was, especially in the early years, that he had some very strong political beliefs. He went out and tried to do some world-saving. … But he didn’t continue that. He began to see that that wasn’t the way to do it. You don’t really get anywhere. And in living spiritually, you do not have any winners and losers: then you have ‘two.’ There, you’re right back on the level of good and evil. There’s nobody that wins and nobody that loses, everybody is blessed by any spiritual work that we do. 

For Study: LIVING BY THE WORD, Chapter 5; and DEVELOPING SPIRITUAL CONSCIOUSNESS, Vol. I,

May, 1971 Lesson.
SIGNPOSTS

“The fundamental delusion of humanity is to suppose that I am

here and you are out there.” – Yasutani Roshi






